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in the evening, as it grows dark, 


raccoons go down to a river. 

They are hunting for food in the water. 
Raccoons sleep during the day. 

But at night they wake up and are hungry. 
A baby raccoon slips, and almost falls. 






Another raccoon catches 
a frog and eats it. 

There are many animals, 
'=:roons. that come out 
•*' the sun goes down, 
ey are creatures of the night. 
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uring the day, 


the leopard rests in a tree. 
When evening comes, 
it climbs down and 


hunts for food. 

The leopard can see 
in the dark. 


And it can move quietly 
on its soft, padded paws. 
Sometimes, other animals 
do not hear 
the leopard coming. 

Then, the leopard 
may catch them 
and kill them quickly 
with its long, sharp teeth. 
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any animals call to each other in the darkness. 

As night ends, a coyote sits in the snow and calls to another coyote. 
Have you ever heard any of the sounds that animals make at night? 



A mockingbird sings in a tree. 
It sings in the evening 
and far into the night. 




BAHAMA MOCKINGBIRD 
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COQUI FROG 


A male cricket chirps 
by rubbing his wings together. 

When the female hears this song, 
she may crawl down the twig to him. 
The male frog puffs up his throat 
and calls to his mate. 
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m ®>t night a tree sparkles with fireflies. 

They look like lights on a Christmas tree. 

Fireflies find their mates by flashing their tiny lights. 

The male flashes the light at the end of his body. 

The light blinks on and off many times. 

If the female sees the signal, she usually blinks right back. 

The light of a firefly makes a bright spot on a leaf. 

The railroad worm shines its lights when something frightens it 
When the spots along its body shine, 
the lights may scare hungry animals away. 
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young kit fox hears a noise and stops. 

It stays very still and listens quietly. 

A serval cat also listens with its ears perked up. 

It hunts at night and listens for 
animals moving in the dark. 

Some night hunters can hear nearly every sound 

A mouse listens for sounds of danger. 

When a sound frightens it, the mouse dashes awi 
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c bwo bushbabies peer into the darkness. 

With their big, round eyes, these animals of Africa 
look for insects in a tree. 

Many animals that hunt at night have large eyes 
that help them see well at night. 

The squirrelfish hunts in the ocean after the sun sets. 

It searches for tiny sea animals in the dark water. 

A small owl looks out of its nest in a tree. 

The furry loris has eyes that seem to pop out of its head. 
In the daytime it curls up in a tree. 

At night, when it wakes up, 

the loris feeds on insects, fruit, and bird eggs. 
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Sbhis mouse is looking for seeds to eat. 

As soon as it gets dark, 

the mouse creeps out of its nest in the grass. 

A hungry owl has seen a white-footed mouse. 
The owl swoops down to catch it. 

The mouse does not hear the owl 
because it flies without making any noise. 

The owl catches the mouse in its sharp claws 
and carries it to a tree. 

Owls can find little mice on the blackest night 
These birds have keen ears that can hear 
a mouse scurrying in the grass. 

They also have sharp eyes. 

Owls are very good hunters. 


SAW-WHET OWL 


SAW-WHET OWL 






Tawny owl 


®here are many kinds of owls. Most of them hunt 
only at night, when the animals they eat are moving about 
A tawny owl flaps its wings as it lands. 

The great horned owl sits very still all day long. 

A barn owl flies out of its nest, where it rests during the da 
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great horned owl 
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BROWN KIWI 
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BLACK- CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
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lying low, a night heron carries a fish home. To catch fish 


the heron stands very still in the water until one swims by. 

The kiwi has nostrils at the tip of its long bill. 

It finds worms by smelling them in the ground. 

This brown, shaggy bird cannot fly because its wings are very tiny. 
The frogmouth is a bird that catches insects in its bill. 

When insects come near, the bird zooms down and snaps them up. 


19 






ats are not birds. They are the only mammals that can fly 




* B ■ i 

It catches insects in the air 

by scooping them up in its wide wings. 

■ . 1 1 1 , & 

All day, four bats, called flying foxes, hang upside down in a tree 
In the evening, they will fly off and look for fruit to eat. 
Long-nosed bats feed on nectar from flowers. 



The other bat pokes its head deep inside a cactus flower. 
Maybe it is after the very last drop of nectar. 
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It leaves its cozy nes 
Then it leaps from a 
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(Mbnth.s look like butterflies. But most moths fly 
at night, and butterflies come out during the day. 

A female moth with pale green wings rests on a plar 
A male may soon find her. 

He can smell her perfume many miles away. 
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He smells with the two feelers on top of his head. 


sips the sweet juice inside a 


MALE LUNA MOTH 


FEMALE LUNA MOTH 



i /. • :iii‘ 


.. . 

L.tL 

1 r ■ ' 1 


hf 







' . ■ I 


■Wf t 

" M i 


r 






den. 

end of its snout, 
he dark waters. 
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Most shrimp feed at night 
But the red rock shrimp 
also hunts during the day 
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In the daytime, this basket star 
looks like a dead plant. 

But at night, it unfolds its arms 
and catches tiny sea creatures. 





























CARDEN SNAIL 


BROWN SLUG 


V^i/nails and slugs also look for food at night. 
Many slugs in the ocean 
have bright, beautiful colors. 

The purple sea slug breathes 
through its orange gills. 

The garden snail and brown slug live on land. 
They have soft, moist bodies. 

So if they stayed out during the day, 
the sun would dry them out. 

The sea snail has two long feelers. 

It uses them to find its way 
along the dark bottom of the sea. 







M mother opossum carries her babies to a tree. 
The night is almost over. Day is coming, and it is time 


to go to sleep. All night, while you are sleeping, 
many animals are wide awake. 



#. 

l 

i & 

r - 


■« 

7 ^ 

'j, 

r? * 

i 


* 

•: 



ItTE ' fy# 1 ^ 

jL r ; t ' ^ 1 


\ _«<l 


p '7 , 









s,. 


. j jm 

1 

jJy'Sfll 



i( "1 

'*X:h 

,-B “’ Thi^aj 

Jyjp - » 

•71* 



i2^w\ '* 

iff ffjFj 




#j /T 



1 ^ ,1 ft 

J 



Ijky] 






Published by The National Geographic Society 

Robert E. Doyle, President; Melvin M Payne, Chairman of the Board; 

Gilbert M, Grosvenor, Editor Melville Bell Grosvenor, Editor Emeritus 

Prepared by 

The Special Publications Division 

Robert L. Breeden. Editor 

Donald J. Crump, Associate Editor 

Philip B. Silcott, Senior Editor 

Cyrithia Russ Ramsay, Mon aging Editor 

Sallie M, Greenwood, Researcher 

Wendy G. Rogers, Communications Research Assistant 

E/ustraffons 

Geraldine Linder, Picture Editor 

Jody Bolt, Art Director 

Suez B Keht, Assistant An Director 

Drayton Hawkins, Design and Layout Assistant 

Produchon and Printing 

Robert W. Messer, Production Manager 

George V. White. Assistant Production Manager 

Raja D. Murshed, June L. Graham, Christine A. Roberts, Production Assistants 
John R. Metcalfe, Engraving and Printing 

Debra A, Anton ini f Jane H, Buxton, Suzanne J. Jacobson, Cleo Pairoff. 

Katheryn M. Slocum, Suzanne Venino, Staff Assistants 

Consultants 

Dr. Gienh £X Blough, Peter L. Munroe, Educational Consultants 
Edith K, Chasnov, Reading Consultant 

illustrations Credits 

Zig Leszczynski, Animals Animals (1, 15 right); Russ Kinhe. Photo Researchers (2-3, 23 bottom); 

Those Daniel (2 bottom, 1? top); Karl H. Maslowski, Photo Researchers <3 bottom); Oxford Scientific 
Films Ltd.. Bfucfe Coleman Inc. (4-5 top); George H. Harrison, Grant Heilman (4 bottom); M, P. Kahl. 
Bfuce Coleman Inc, (5 bottom); Ralph Hunt Williams (6-7): A. Sprunt National Audubon Society 
Collection: PR (7 top); Lois Cdx (7 middle); Fran Hall Photo Researchers i7 bottom:-: Dr. Ivan Pclunim 
Natural History Photographic Agency (8 top left); Runk/Schoenbetger, Grant Heilman (B top fight 
29 top right); Robert F. Sisson, National Geographic Natural Science Photographer (8 bottom:; 

Dr. Ivan Poluhiri, Bruce Coleman Inc. (9); Tom Myers (10, 11 left. 29 top left : Michael Morcotnbe, 
Natural History Photographic Agency (11 right); Volkmar Wentzs! (1243): Bates Lftflehatefc National 
Geographic Staff (12 bottom, 26-2?" 27 top tight, 28-29); Fred J, Abop UL Bruce Coleman Inc, 
il3 left): Bruce Coleman Inc, (13 right); P, Ward, Bruce Coleman Inc. 44-15 top); Ron AuStirig. 

Bruce Coleman Inc, (14-15 bottom); Stephen C. Dalton, Natural HiStofy Photographic Agency (1647); 
Hans Rein hard, Bruce Coleman Inc. ( 17 bottom); Edmund Appel Photo Researchers 48-19 top 1 ; 

M. F. Soper, Bruce Coleman Inc, (18 top); A. W, Amblef, National Audubon Society Collection; PR 
: 18-19 bottom); S. C. BissetOt, Bruce Coleman Ihc. (20-21); Bruce Dale, National Geographic 
Photographer (21 top); Nina Lean (21 bottom); StOufier Productions, Animals Animals (22)- Stouffer 
Productions. Bruce Coleman Inc. (23 top); James H. Carmichael, Jf. "24 left); Anthony Bannister, 
Natural History Photographic Agency (24 right, 25); Walter A. Stare k II (27 center*; 

Robert E, Schtoeder (27 bottom); Paul A, ZahL National Geographic Staff 29 bottom); 

Jack Dermid (30-31); Dale R. Thompson and George R. Dodge. Bruce Coleman Ihc. (32). 

Cover Photograph: Stephen C, Dalton, Natural History Photographic Agency 
Endpapers: C, C, Lockwood 

Library of Congress QL 1 Ddtti 

Hirtard. Judith E Creatures of the night. (Books for young explorers i 
SUMMARY: Describes the uftetNdark activities of many nocturnal animals, 
t. Nocturnal animals— Juvenile literature. [1, Nocturnal animals] L Title, U, Serie*. 

QL755,5,R56 591.5 77-7696B ISBN 0*87044^14-4 



As the sun comes up 
a snail creeps away. 

It will soon be day t 
and the snail will find 
a shady spot to rest. 









